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NEW ZEALAND
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COMMON RULES 

OFFSIDE

FACEOFFS

THE GAME

POWERPLAY +
PENALTY KILL

ICING THE PUCK

When one team has more players on the ice than the other team,
because one player is serving a penalty. The team who took the penalty
is on the ‘penalty kill’ and the team with the extra attacker is on the
‘powerplay’.

Icing is when a player on his team’s side of the red centre line shoots the
puck all the way down the ice and it crosses the red goal line at any point
(other than a goal). Icing is only called when teams are at equal strength
and not during penalty situations. When icing occurs, play is stopped and
the puck is returned to the defensive end of the ice for a face-off in the
offending team’s zone. The defending team who iced the puck are not
allowed to change players.

A team is offside when any member of the attacking team precedes the
puck over the defending team’s blueline. The position of the player’s skate
— and not that of his stick — is the determining factor. If both skates are
over the blueline before the puck, the player is offside. If he has only one
skate over the blueline and one on it, he is onside.

There is 60 minutes of ice time in a game, which are split into 3 periods.
Between the periods, there are 15 minute breaks. The play clock stops
when the puck is not on the ice. During stoppages, the players are usually
substituted. Games typically take two and a half hours.

All players take up set positions around one of five face-off circles on the
ice. Only two players are allowed inside the circle during the faceoff. The
location of the faceoff is determined by the cause of the last stoppage in
play.



AUSTRALIAN ICE HOCKEY
LEAGUE

BOOK NOW AT TRYBOOKING

The Australian Ice Hockey League (AIHL) is Australia’s premier ice
hockey league and is made up from ten teams Melbourne Ice,
Melbourne Mustangs, Adelaide Adrenaline, Brisbane Lightning,
Canberra Brave, Central Coast Rhinos, Perth Thunder, Newcastle

Northstars, Sydney Bears and the Sydney Ice Dogs. 

O’Brien Icehouse is the proud home of the two Melbourne teams,
who between them have won the Goodall Cup National

Championship on seven occasions.

 If you’re feeling like getting closer to the action, you can purchase
tickets via TryBooking. For more detailed information on tickets or
the history of the AIHL, please visit their official website or socials

channels. 



AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S 
ICE HOCKEY LEAGUE

The Australian Women’s Ice Hockey League (AWIHL) is made from
six teams from Melbourne Ice, Melbourne Ducks, Adelaide Rush,
Brisbane Lightning and Sydney Sirens and the newest addition,
Perth Inferno. Established in 2007, the AWIHL season is held over

the summer months. 

O’Brien Icehouse home team, Melbourne Ice Women are the most
successful national league team of all time with nine Joan

McKowen National Championship titles. Check out their social
channels for more information or visit our website. 



O’BRIEN ICEHOUSE

ZAMBONI

SCHOOL GROUPS

SKATE SCHOOL

PUBLIC SKATING

HOCKEY ACADEMY

Show your class how easy and fun it is to pick up new skills by spending
the day at O’Brien Icehouse in an exciting, refreshing new environment
centred around fun and safety. The Icehouse hosted approximately 24,000
students in 2025.

Our Ice Hockey Academy is the best place to master this rewarding sport.
We cater for all ages and skill levels, so whether you’re a new player
looking to master the basics or a pro looking to master a particular
technique, our team of expert coaches and support staff are here to help.

The O’Brien Icehouse is the busiest ice skating arena for general skaters
in the southern atmosphere. The Icehouse saw approximately 200,000
public skaters skate in 2025.

Some fun facts about the Zamboni: 
The Zamboni takes around 11-12 minutes to resurface the ice. 
The Zamboni weighs approximately 4500kg without any snow or
water in it. 
The Zambonis top speed is 14kms per hour. 
The Zamboni holds 1000 litres of water.

+ MUCH MORE

O’Brien Icehouse offers the most comprehensive range of ice skating
lessons in Melbourne. Whether you are a total beginner or a seasoned
professional, we have a class and program to suit both kids and adults.



IIHF TOURNAMENT AND
WORLD RANKING

NEW ZEALAND

2026 Men’s world ranking : 41
New Zealand is set to play in Sofia, Bulgaria for the 2026 IIHF Ice Hockey
World Championships. Division 2, Group B.
The Kiwi’s will take on Israel, Iceland, Bulgaria, Kyrgyzstan and Chinese
Taipei.

AUSTRALIA

2026 Men’s world ranking: 35 
(TBC) Australia is set to play in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates for the
2026 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championships. Division 2, Group A.
The Aussies will take on Croatia, Belgium, Serbia, Georgia AND UA
Emirates.



MAJOR SPONSORS

DISTRICT DOCKLANDS

NESUTO HOTELS AND APARTMENTS

URBAN ALLEY BREWERY

AIRMASTER

ARCHIE BROTHERS

BODY WORLDS IN MELBOURNE EXHIBITION

BREHENY BROTHERS

KRABBYS CRAB BOIL

LUCAS REAL ESTATE

LION BREWERY

MCKAY TIMBER

VAC FACILTY SERVICES

SERIES SPONSORS

HERALD SUN

SEN

YALUMBA

VENUE PARTNERS



VENUE MAP
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